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God's Plan Included Us!  
(Hebrews 11:40) 

Blessed Vasyl was released by the Soviets from his last 

imprisonment in Komunarsk, Eastern Ukraine a mere 17 

months earlier. During his three-year incarceration in a 

psychiatric hospital, Blessed Vasyl was tortured with 

electricity and drugs in order to destroy his health. His 

nerves were shattered, his heart was weakened and his 

mind confused.  

 As he was being released on January 27, 1972, 

slow-working drugs were administered to him, ensuring 

that he would die soon, but not in the Soviet's hands. He 

was brought to Kyiv, but was not allowed to return to 

Lviv, the centre of his work in the underground church. In 

the few days that he was in Kyiv, he met with Sister  

Justina, a Basilian Sister and fellow worker in his minis-

try. She could barely recognize him because of his gaunt 

appearance. During their conversation, Blessed Vasyl 

said "I'll be back in about a year, and then we'll finish the 

book on Our Mother of Perpetual Help." Blessed Vasyl 

had full intentions of returning to Ukraine. 

 Blessed Vasyl was exiled from Ukraine and given 

a plane ticket to Yugoslavia to visit his sister Vera in  

Zagreb, Croatia. During his flight, he looked at his pass-

port that was given to him and realized that there was no  

return visa. He was truly exiled. Upon arriving in Zagreb, 

Vera's husband, a doctor, began to help Blessed Vasyl 

regain his health. In a few short weeks, he travelled to 

Rome to give a report to Pope Paul VI on the state of 

the Church in Ukraine.  

 The wounds that were inflicted upon him during 

his recent imprisonment and the years of persecution 

under the Soviets, continued to affect him. His martyr's 

journey was not yet over. Often he was overwhelmed 

with the suspicion of being persecuted by others. In his 

audience with the Pope, he was accompanied by an 

unknown priest. Because Blessed Vasyl could not trust 

this unknown person, he was unable to share with Pope 

Paul VI what was on his heart. This broke his heart. He 

cried when he shared this experience with Sister  

Vasylia, SSMI, his penitent.  

 In a few months, Metropolitan Maxim Hermaniuk 

brought Blessed Vasyl to 

Winnipeg, Canada. Again, 

this was supposed to be 

temporary, with the hope of 

someday obtaining  

permission to re-enter the 

Soviet Union and continue 

his work leading the  

underground Ukrainian 

Catholic Church.  

God had a different plan. 

 

Fifty years ago, on June 30, 1973, Blessed Vasyl Vsevolod Velychkovsky, C.Ss.R. fell asleep in the Lord at  
Misericordia Hospital in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada.  
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 His life of persecution left its mark on Blessed 

Vasyl. While having supper with the Sister Servants of 

Mary Immaculate in  

Toronto, he noticed 

some old intercom 

wires in the ceiling. 

He placed his finger 

to his lips and  

pointed to the wires, 

and warned the  

Sisters to be careful 

what they say  

because someone  

is listening.  

 A similar experience was related in Winnipeg when 

he was riding in a car, and the vehicle in front of them 

had a license plate, "COMM." He was sure that  

Communists were following him. In fact, just recently, 

from documents we obtained from the KGB archives in 

Ukraine, there indeed were spies in Winnipeg following 

his every move and public conversation.  

 His teacher, Dorothy Bilash, told us that while she 

was tutoring Blessed Vasyl in English, he would have 

episodes that seemed like he was seeing things or under-

going trauma. These episodes would pass in a few 

minutes and then they continued their classes.  

 While traveling to Edmonton by plane with Bishop 

Michael Wiwchar, Blessed Vasyl kept asking him if it was 

safe to eat the food and drinks that were being served for 

fear of being poisoned. His suffering continued even in 

the "free" world. 

 Blessed Vasyl continued to suffer internally, but 

his faith remained confident and strong. Sister Monica 

SSMI shared with us that Blessed Vasyl's demeanor 

was quiet, with downcast eyes, lost in thoughts and soft 

speech. But when he got up to preach, his face would 

begin to glow and become alive. His voice would  

become strong as he preached about the Passion of 

Christ and the Blessed Mother. 

 Blessed Vasyl longed to return to Ukraine, but this 

dream never materialized. God had a different plan, a 

plan that included us. God's plan was that this modern-

day martyr would breathe his last breath on Canadian 

soil and that his holy relics would be among us. North 

America has a great need in our times for the witness of 

a martyr like Blessed Vasyl. He lived an uncompromised 

life. He lived for God. To fulfill God's will was his great-

est value for which he would sacrifice all. He suffered 

much in Ukraine, in prisons, in the underground Church 

and even here in North America.  

 Blessed Vasyl is a gift from God for us all. He is 

able to understand our suffering and therefore is ready 

to intercede for us and to help us. As we commemorate 

the 50th anniversary of his death, we are grateful to God 

that He has sent us such a great witness to the truth of 

the Gospel. A witness to the power of God which can 

take human suffering and infuse it with the Holy Spirit 

and transform it into His glory. 

Sr. Carmella Lukey & Sr. Cecilia Fystor 

BLESSED VASYL MINISTRY IN UKRAINE—TODAY 

Blessed Vasyl Presentation in the  
Pavlohrad Orphanage 

Presentation in  
Pershotravensk Eastern Ukraine 

A barrack temporarily becomes a church  
Ternivka Eastern Ukraine  

Children in Lviv visit  
Blessed Vasyl Museum/Apartment 

Fr. Rafael Turkoniak, a Studite 
Monk recently visited the Blessed 
Vasyl Museum/Apartment in Lviv.  
Fr. Rafael was ordained a priest 

by Bishop Vasyl in Rome in 1972. 
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SR. NATALIA’S MINISTRY 

 

Donations in support of the Orphan Relief Fund can be made to  
Ukrainian Catholic Mission    250 Jefferson Ave. Winnipeg, MB    R2V 0M6 

 As the war in Ukraine continues, there is a 
steady stream of orphans coming from the war zone 
through the orphanage run by Sister Natalia (Julia) in 
Lviv. Besides the orphanage, where she has 40  
employees under her direction, Sister also has a Home 
for Girls at risk. The ten girls live together with Sister 
Natalia. She provides them with a safe home and es-
pecially offers them an education and life skills training. 
Several girls have already graduated from university 
and are now on their own, while others have come to 
take their place. 
 Several months ago, a 
young girl, Nastya (14 years old), 
was sent to Sister Natalia's or-
phanage. She was a true orphan, 
having no parents or relatives. It 
was discovered that she was 
pregnant and did not know who 
the father was. Sister  
decided to take Nastya into her 
home and care for her throughout 
the pregnancy. Of course, there 
was no question about abortion. 
On May 4th, Nastya gave birth to 
a baby boy, Timofei, who was 
baptized on May 14th.  
 At first, Sister Natalia was going to place this 
young mother in a home for unwed mothers supported 
by the government. However, it soon became evident 

that this was not a good decision because of the rela-
tionship already developed between Sister, the other 
girls and Nastya. After consulting with us (Mary Jane 
and Fr. John), we assured her we would help financially 
to raise this little boy and support the young mother.  
This decision would allow Nastya to be in a loving  
environment where she would be cared for. Some  
outside resources 
will be provided to 
teach this young 
mother how to care 
for her child. Many 
necessary items 
are needed to be 
purchased, such as 
clothing, diapers, a 
crib, a stroller,  
medical expenses, etc.   We ask for your prayers and 
financial help in this project. Thank you for your support. 
God bless you. 
 This unjust war has inflicted many casualties. The 
needs are ever growing, both for the soldiers, for the 
affected by the war, the homeless and the orphans.  
Sister Natalia has shared that they are overwhelmed 
with the number of orphans caused by this war. There is 
a great need for help throughout this time of conflict and 
pain. Please continue to pray for Ukraine. 

When we visited the Dnipropetrovsk region to bring the 
Relics and share the story of Blessed Vasyl Velychkovsky 
with the people, we were enriched by their testimonies of 
faith. One experience that was shared took place in the 
eastern region of Ukraine, where the war, with the most 
bloodshed, is being fought for our identity and freedom. 
During one of the battles, a soldier had his leg seriously 
wounded. Because of shock and heavy bleeding, he 
could not apply a tourniquet 
on his own. A fellow soldier 
came to his rescue, helping 
to apply the tourniquet.  In  
addition to caring conven-
tional weapons, this soldier 
had a spiritual weapon in his 
hands - a rosary.  
 
Unfortunately, the fellow  
soldier that helped was 
killed. The wounded soldier 
although he lost his leg,  
survived and received a  
second chance at life. He 
learned that the comrade 
that saved him had a rosary in his hands. Inspired, the 
solder discovered the strength and power of the rosary, 

learning, about prayer, Jesus 
and Mother Mary.  
 
This difficult loss gave birth to 
a new mission in his life.  
This heroic warrior took on the 
cause of openly sharing the 
rosary.  He tattooed a rosary 
on his arm. Now he honours 
his deceased comrade by daily 
praying the rosary for the  
protection of others, making 
blue and yellow rosaries and 
distributing them to soldiers on 
the front line.   
 
“Thanks to you, dear warrior, the Lord's name is glorified! 
Thanks to you and the entire Armed Forces of Ukraine, 
we Ukrainians are alive. We have learned to live life in 
wartime. We have learned to work, to care, to love, to rec-
ognize great joys in small things. We have learned to ap-
preciate people and the time spent with them. We have 
learned to BE. Thanks to you, thanks to everyone who 
brings victory closer, we are standing. Glory to Ukraine. 
Glory to the heroes.”   

A Soldiers Story – Shared by Oleh Chekharivskyj 
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 Elisea Jomoc Tagarda 
     Marfe Prado 
Manolo and Elisea Tagarda 
     Marfe Prado 
John Zatwarnistski Jr. 
     Adela Zatwarnitski 
Harry & Maria Zenkewich 
     Andrew Mathuik 
 
In Honour Of... 
Margaret Antonyshen 
     Jean Derhak 
Claire Gingera & Colin Cholka 
     Mary Kokolski 
Mary Kokolski 
     Diane & Robert Gingera 
Enrique Pineyro 
     Clarence & Helena Demchuk 
Lesia Sianchuk 
     Bethpage, NY Partners in Mission 
Manolo and Elisea Tagarda 
     Marfe Prado 
Armed Forces of Ukrainian 
     Robert & Christine Patrie 
 
For the Health Of... 
Terry Baker 
     Darlene Sidak 
Willian Berezny 
     William Berezny 
Bill & Theresa Beyko 
     Ted & Amelia Malfair 
Angela 
     Maria Carvalho 
Cindy & Mike 
     Sophia Demjanew 
Mary & Bryan 
     Sophia Demjanew 
Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk 
     Dennis & Steffie Wawrykow 
Phil Greer 
     Marianne Greer 
Ed & Mary Jelinski 
     Ed Jelinski 
Jessop family 
     Sophia Demjanew 
Spencer Katerynuk 
     Bill & Olga Katerynuk 
Fr. Janko, Genka, children &  
     grandchildren Kolosnjaji Family 
     Clarence & Helena Demchuk 
Lorraine Kozakewich 
     Bill & Sophie Senkowski 
Mark Lee 
     Sophia Demjanew 
Bernie & Delia Matsalla, children & 
     grandchildren 
     Bernie and Delia Matsalla 
Michaluk family 
     Nadia Michaluk 
William Oleynik 
     William & Mary Oleynik 
Steve Prokop 
     Helen Stockburn 

+ $500 
Mackalski Family 
 
+ $100 
Fr. Ivan & Mrs. Marion Barszczyk, 
Holy Eucharist U.C.W.L.C. Wpg 
Saints Peter & Paul U.C.W.L.C. SK 
Sisters of Instruction of the Child  
     Jesus- Coquitlam, BC 
Henry & Iris Spilchuk 
U.C.W.L.C. Blessed Virgin Mary Wpg 
E. Van De Keere 
 
< $100 
Peter Adams 
Harald Baehnik 
Thomas Bailey 
Fr. Volodymyr Bashutskyy 
Colleen Berge 
Chantal Bishop 
Maurice & Dolores Blanchard 
Helen Byskal 
Marianne Derkach 
Don & Liz Dodd 
Ron & Teresa Dutchak 
John Mike & Georgeane Glasgow 
Doreen Harrison 
Donna Krawchuk 
Ken & Hedy Pawluk 
Richard & Marietta Persian 
Theodore Reznowski 
Steven Schmaltz 
Yarona Schvetz 
Iris Smellie 
 
In Memory Of... 
Anne Bobinski 
     Robert & Christine Patrie 
Edward Bobinski 
     Robert & Christine Patrie 
Joseph Bobinski 
     Robert & Christine Patrie 
Anastasia "Nellie" Broshyak 
     Valerie Stanowski 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Mitrat Michael 
Buyachok 
     Elizabeth Paziuk 
William & Ann Chanway 
     Alan & Gabrielle Chanway 
Glenor Crepin-Elbourne 
     Alan & Gabrielle Chanway 
Andrew Didenko 
     Margaret Didenko 
Anna Diduch 
     Valerie Stanowski 
Walter Dobush 
     Monica Champagne 
Gerri Fallis 
     Bev Rolston 
Olga & Myroslav Horunjak 
     Wlodzimierz & Marta Sawka 
Andrew & Sofia Hull 
     Orysia Hull 
 

Iwan, Yaroslawa & Chrysant Iwanchuk 
     Christine Walker 
John William Karlicki 
     William J. Karlicki 
Fr. Michael Krochak 
     Mary Bernatsky 
     Martin Hryniuk 
Paul Kully 
     Violet Kully 
Luba Kuzina 
     Edward & Anne Faseruk 
Our Mothers Lily & Eva 
     Leslie & Caroline Dubowits 
Eunice & Jerry Mathuik 
     Andrew Mathuik 
Steve & Mary Mathuik 
     Andrew Mathuik 
Olga McNamee 
     Bill & Olga Katerynuk 
Maria Ochrymovych 
     Ariadna Ochrymovych 
Father Chares Poore 
          Fr. David Misbrener 
Anne Romaniuk 
     Elizabeth Paziuk 
Hans Schmid 
     Dirk Schmid 
Fr. Mitrat Ihor Shpytkovksy 
     Anna Banera 
Vsevolod Shpytkovsky 
     Anna Banera 
Lillian Sianchuk 
     Mary Bernatsky 
     Mary Glicaria Bilinsky 
     Dolores Daniels 
     Michael Dudar & Joanne Peters 
     Mark & Sonya Galarnyk 
     Jo-Anne Heuser 
     John & Mary Hykawy 
     Mary Jane Kalenchuk 
     Don & Micah Keller 
     Peter Kohut 
     Mary Kokolski 
     Andrew Konopelny & Nadia Panas 
     Joan Korchinski 
     Dorothy Labay 
     Isabel Lukie 
     Linda Mikolayanko & Doug Bagwell 
     Robert & Leanna Obirek 
     Rev. Robert Polz 
     Bev Rolston 
     Ken & Donna Sapeha, Joe Bayda 
     Steven Schmaltz 
     Patricia Schur 
     Rosemary Schur 
     Don & Karen Solman 
     Les & Natalie Storozuk 
Steve Sianchuk 
     Marian Moshansky 
Morris Smolinski 
     Iris Smolinski 
Kaye Snatenchuk 
     Helen Stockburn 
 

THANK YOU!!! 
 Your generous donations make it possible for us to conduct our ministry at the Shrine and to promote 
the knowledge of Blessed Vasyl throughout the world.  Thank you to all the contributors to the Bishop 
Velychkovsky National Martyr’s Shrine.  Through the intercession of Blessed Vasyl may each of you be 
blessed.   Contributions listed below are from March 16, 2023 until May 26, 2023. 
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VISITORS TO THE SHRINE 

Jay Rimke 
     Tracy Stykalo 
Senyk Family 
     Sophia Demjanew 
     Bill & Sophie Senkowski 
Marlene & Vlad Solman 
     Yvonne Mudlo 
Suknacki Family 
     Sophia Demjanew 
 

Sveta, Vita, Vitalik.Nastya, Bogdan 
     Yaroslava Kitasz 
Chris Topar 
     Helen Stockburn 
St. Joseph's Branch UCWLC Wpg 
     Phyllis Shindak 
Siobhan Van De Keere      
     Elizabeth Van De Keere 

To donate to the  
Blessed Velychkovsky National  

Martyr’s Shrine 

 Online:   www.bvmartyrshrine.com 
        through Canada Helps  
 Call:       204-338-7321 
 By Mail:  250 Jefferson Ave. 
      Winnipeg, MB  R2V 0M6 

Thank you 

SPECIAL TRIBUTE 
 

Thanks to the Mackalski Family—the Shrine honours the 
legacy of Father Michael Tkachuk, who on August 11, 
2006 established the first Blessed Bishop Martyr Vasyl 

Velychkovsky prayer group at St. Mary’s Ukrainian  
Catholic Church in Brandon. This devotion which  
continues today, resulted in countless graces and  
temporal and spiritual blessings for the parish and  

broader Catholic Community. 

NEW 
Live Streaming Prayer Opportunity 

Join us in community prayer for Ukraine  
during this time of the unjust war. 

 
Every Wednesday—1:30 p.m. CST  

Online at the Blessed Vasyl YouTube Channel or  
on the Blessed Vasyl Facebook Page. 

U.C.W.L.C.—Blessed Virgin Mary Branch Winnipeg 

U.C.W.L.C.—St. Joseph’s Branch Winnipeg 

U.C.W.L.C.—Holy Eucharist Branch Winnipeg 

U.C.W.L.C.—St. Andrew’s Branch Winnipeg 

Saint John XXIII Church—Confirmation Class & Families Winnipeg 
Fr. John Sianchuk with  

Fr. Joseph Khai, C.Ss.R. from Vietnam 
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Prayer to Blessed Martyr  
Bishop Vasyl  

 
 

O Lord God, You are praised by the whole world for  
the marvelous works in your saints. 

 I thank you for the grace you gave to  
Blessed Martyr Vasyl Velychkovsky  

to be a faithful witness to You unto the point of death. 
Through his intercession I ask for the 

 following favour ________ 
for your  Name is glorified forever. Amen. 

 

Please inform the shrine of any favors received to: 
Bishop Velychkovsky National Martyr’s Shrine 

250 Jefferson Avenue 
Winnipeg, MB  R2V 0M6  Canada 

 
E-mail: info@bvmartyrshrine.com 

Call:  204-338-7321 

SHRINE  SCHEDULE 
  
Monday:   Shrine is closed 
Tuesday to Friday:   10 am to 5 pm  
Saturday:    10:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Sunday: Shrine is open during the 10 a.m. Divine Liturgy. 

     The Museum is open after the Divine Liturgy. 
 
 

Group tours are available. To make a reservation 

call 204-338-7321 or e-mail: info@bvmartyrshrine.com 

Website: www.bvmartyrshrine.com 

 
EVERY WEDNESDAY:   
8 a.m.   Divine Liturgy in the Shrine  
1:30 p.m.   Praying for Ukraine  
7 p.m.  Liturgical Service to Blessed Vasyl  
  (Acafist or Moleben)  
  followed by an anointing  
  with Holy Oil blessed by his relics. 


